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December Meeting
Our Annual Christmas dinner will be held on Thursday
December 14" at Mamasita’s restaurant in Elizabeth City. It
begins at 6:30 and is always is a good time. We will have a few
door prizes and the Ham of the Year Award will be presented.
Please write yourself a note to attend. | hope to see all of you
there.
Herman/NO4Y

Next TAARS Mesting
Our next scheduled TAARS meeting is slated for Thursday, January 18,
7:30 at COA building “C” C109. Our dinner location is the Golden
Corral at6PM.

Minutes from November Meeting
The meeting was called to order by our President Ron, NAWYR at 7:45
PM. There were 7 members present and one guest. The minutes for
October were approved as published. Herman, NO4Y reported on the
amateur radio exam session that was held in October. A discussion took
place on NTS traffic handling and it was decided we should do a
program on the subject. A discussion was aso held on low band
listening. Motion made and carried to have a Christmas Party, Herman,
NOA4Y isto make arrangements.
It was requested that Ed, TAARS Webmaster please update the Cycle
to Hertz page to reflect the new date. Meeting was adjourned at 8:35
Meeting adjourned at 8:40pm

Herman/NO4Y

From the President
| hope to see al of you at thisyear’s Christmas party.
Ron/ NAWYR

Upcoming Events
CERA Meeting February 10, 2007
TAARS Testing Session January 20", 2007

Around The Bands
WEéll, it's the time of year when we both look back and look ahead. On
December 10, | will have been a ham operator for 5 years. As | look
back. my only regret isthat isisn’t 25. As | look back at my log, | see
nearly 5400 contacts, at least that's how many | have actually logged.
Of those, as you might imagine, 6 metersis by far the leader in contacts
with 80 bringing up the rear. On 6 meters I've worked 47 states, 31
countries and nearly 400 grid squares. I’ve worked all states on 5 HF
bands and worked around 150 countries. I've worked Russian
cosmonauts on the Space Station and seen lighthouses on the Outer
Banks with the ATV camera on the Columbia TV tower.
| don't say thisto pat my self on the back but instead to tell you this. |
can’'t imagine doing anything more exciting than this for the relatively
small monetary investment and only a dlightly larger investment of
time, and at the same time, still be able to sit in your own home. The
opportunities are amazing and it would seem, the sky isthe limit. | have
made friends with people al over the country just by taking a few
minutesto sit down in front of my radio, turn it on and call CQ. Asyou
and | look forward to 2007, | hope you will join me in spending more
time on the air next year.
The last month or so as seen some decent activity, especialy in early
December as 6 meters has begun it's last hurrah for 2006. Severa
openings have occurred and there should be more to follow. I've also
been doing some digital work (RTTY) on 6 meters and even worked an
old friend, Dave, N1IDP on RTTY on 20m. The ARRL 10m contest is
this weekend and | hope to get my 100" country on 10m. Merry
Christmas and Happy New Y ear.

Ed/wdrvz

Repeater News
Output is down to 10 watts on 146.655 due to another amplifier
problem. A repair part is on the way and it should be back up early in
the week.

WA4VTX Repeaters 146.655/444.300/147.330 PL 131.8 APRS 144.39

WA4VTX, Hertford is now on the air and reports are very good. The
output frequency is 147.330 and input is 147.930 with a pl of 131.8

We did get some publicity from the new repeater. Hereis an article that
was printed in the Perquimans Weekly Newspaper.
Herman/NO4Y

Radio operators are hams on the arr

MARGARET FISHER

When local  amateur
radio aperators installed
new  Communications
squipment in- the counly
they gat fo tiy it aut during

last woek's stort,
The Columbia
Emergency  Repeater

Assoriation  donated A
vepealer system {o.the ham
eadio elub hore to ke
EETTRICY Communication
sorvloss o hetter < sald
Champion Cox, who has
bt 4 hatn radio operalor
since 1957,

The name “ham” came
about in the eariy years of
radio  communication
when amateurs with too
mueh radio power wawid
sometimes jar the frequen:
ries msed by the govern:
ment and sea traffic. Today,
the pame 15 used proudly
by radio enthusiasts wha
eijoy  communicating
arross town, around the
warld, 1o satellites, asto-
T4UES Or even the moon.

While licensed amatens
radio operators ke o the
fufthy o have fum, they also
provide valuable vlutiee:
BMTEIEENCY.  COMMURIC:
tions during emergencies
sich Ay woather-related
cafastrophes.

“The whole purposs of 4
Tepeater is tomake commu
fication clearer and read-
alle” sid Greg Terranova,
Heetford repeater manager
and 20-vear ham radio vet:
i,

Amatenr Hadio

Entergency Services allows”

penple in different areas to
relate potential dangers
al disasters 48 they are
happening, Bd Leicester is
the ARES emergency coor-
dinata for the county

During  Tast  weel's
starm, fiam radio operators
i several states Tet alher
Operatirs and emergency
condinators Know about
wind - speed, lightning
strikes, rainfall, flood lev:
als. fornada Toeatlons and
damages o peaple and
projerty They assisted In
getting help to specific
AES,

For: exartiple. Terranova
found: ot by radio that
winds reached gusts of 45
miles per  hour i
Perquimans County com:
pared: with 25-mile-par-
T gusts at the Elizabeth
ity Coast Guard Base,

Herttord perators pre-
vinusly talked directly to
ang anather o used the
ligabeth City repeater
Terranova  sald,  Bul

eeatise of the distance and
{he number of peopls using
that repeater during emer-
pencies, the commimica:
Hon was chappy and ditti-
et to mnderstand,

“(Hertford's  repester)
should make coverage
around the county better”
said Jarvie Winslow, the
COUNLY'S emergency man-
agement coordingtor

Aftor Hurvieane Tzabal,
the county spent about
$4,000 fox vadios and towars
I places such as the
Emerpency - Operations
Center on Dobbs Street,
Telecommunications and
the two  shellers

Parquimans County
Mudle  School  and
Perquimans ~ County

Rereation Center, Winslow
sald. The latter Is replacing
the Alhemarle Commission
buiding asa shelter

County e stations and
resene squad are also
equipped with portable
eases for outoffown ham
radio operators o use for
iheir equipment  during
local emergencics when
they often show up fo
aseist, Winslow said, The
mobile units are battery-
phwere s they can be car-
ried out in the field.

The equipment was sup-

plied by Homeland
Security fonds and an
Emergency Management
Performance Grant,
Tertanova has spent
some of his own maney for
a feed line and fower on
Don Juan Bead where the
repeater iz located. He orig
mally put the 100oot tower

. up for his personal use of

wireless Internel. Now, he
1zusing it for radio comm-
nication,

“The next step is 1o tie
nto the Columbia linking
gysten,”  he  sald
* Colnmbia is a wide area
repeater and covers  huge

* distance” Befne able fo

link Into other major
repesters INCreAses com
minication quality seross
{lie states,

The whole repeater sys-
tem 15 valued at about
$3000 and a $1.300 tower
aud feed line, Terranova
said,

Ham radios can be used
toplaca phone calls and are
more convenient than el
phones becanse v don't
Tiawe o Jenow whet number
to call, he safd. T be an
operator tequires training
and licensing by passing &n
FCCtest, Today, Morse code
jana longer  requirement,




