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Next TAARS Meeting 
Our next TAARS meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 
November 19th, 2015, 7:30 PM at the COA Building 
“c” C109.  Our dinner location is the Golden Coral at 
6:00 PM. 
 
Minutes 
The club president, Ron, N4WYR, called the October 
meeting to order, at approximately 7:30 PM. 
 
Twelve TAARS members were present for the 
meeting. 
 
The minutes of the previous meeting, September 
2015, were approved as published. 
 
Treasurer’s report was presented by Herman, NO4Y, 
reviewed and approved. 
 
Old Business 
� NO4Y reported on the frequency allocation for a 

DMR repeater in Elizabeth City.  Input is 
445.5625 MHz and 440.5625 MHz output. 

� Discussion on Skywarn areas and borders 
between Wakefield and Newport. 

� N4WYR explained methods of getting a license 
copy since rules have changed. 

� NO4Y announced the TAARS VE session and 
received volunteers, which included WB1CZX, 
KD4CEB, and N4WYR. 

New Business 
� Kerry solicited volunteers on behalf of the Dare 

County Group to help with a bike event on 
November 6th, 7th, and 8th. 

� Discussion was held on the TAARS Christmas 
party.  Due to facilities it was decided to hold it at 
Golden Corral provided we can use the private 
room. 
 

 
 

Attendance 
Edgar Lambert, K4YF;  Terry Simmonds, WB4FXD;  
Tom Ponte, WB1CZX;  Robert Brown, KW4CO;  
Coleman Motes, KG4FSE;  Mike Cahoon, KB4TOH;  
Kerry Krauss, KD4CEB;  Ronald Thomas, N4WYR; 
Albert Onley, K4VHV; Herman Cox, NO4Y; Charles 
Pencinger, KA2GXJ; Dave Sharber, AJ4NV 

 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:10 and the program 
turned over to Ron, N4WYR who explained how the 
GPS systems work.  The program was well received 
and everyone enjoyed it. Thanks Ron! 
 
Upcoming Events 
21 Nov. ARRL Phone Sweepstakes, this one is lots of 
fun, and a good way to get that new state! 
 
05 Dec. NWS Skywarn Recognition day.  A fun 
event, contact as many NWS offices as possible.  
 
09 Dec. Famous TAARS Christmas party is 
December the 9th, 6:30 pm at Golden Corral. 
 
October VE Test Session Report 
October saw another good turnout for our TAARS 
quarterly test session. We had 5 candidates for testing 
and I'm glad to report 2 earned a new license, and two 
upgraded their current license privileges. Thanks to 
Tom WB1CZX, Kerry KD4CEB, and Ron N4WYR 
for their help. We also had a visiting VE, Charles 
W4DBI. 
Contributed by Herman, NO4Y 
 
Skywarn Recognition Day  
2015 will be Friday evening December 4 through 
Saturday evening December 5 at NWS Wakefield. 
Who is thinking about going to the office to run 
WX4AKQ on HF for this event? 
http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/mtr/hamradio/ 
Contributed by Ronnie, K4VRI 
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Satellite QSO – AO-85 
TAARS very own Scruff, K4SDL, reports on AO-85 
QSOs. 
 
I am using the SATPC32 Tracking software from 
AMSAT. It's free to use but on a trial basis; however, 
if you wish to register it's only $55.00 from the 
AMSAT store. 
http://store.amsat.org/catalog/product_info.php?product
s_id=89&osCsid=r8u3s88net22htjlq4qrfc5c27 
 
AO-85 (Fox-1A) has been a very tough bird to make. 
It's only a 4" X 4" X 4" cube sat, moving at 
17,500MPH and varies from 400 to 550 miles away. 
http://www.amsat.org/?page_id=1113 
 
There have been some issues with the repeater as to 
when it would have the CTCSS 67.0Hz on or off. 
Quite a challenge I had my first on a 17deg pass. 
AMSAT recommends 5w with an HT and hand 
tracking. It took 35w for me to make it. 
http://www.amsat.org/wordpress/wp-
content/uploads/2015/05/FoxOperatingGuide_May2015_H
i.pdf 
 
Contributed by Scruff, K4SDL 
 
 
 
 
RFI From Your Washing Machine? 
 
Several weeks ago I was tuning across the 20m band 
when I heard a strange, heretofore never heard (by 
me), somewhat musical racket booming from the 
speaker. New Russian Woodpecker" on the loose? 
K1MAN?  
 
It sounded like a chirping bird at the start, occurring 
about once per second. Curious, I started up at 15 
MHz and tuned down to below 14 MHz. The noise 
appeared at about every 16 kHz and was at a level 

high enough to toggle the S-meter, but did not 
prevent me from understanding a conversation. It 
appears to be wide-band problem for I detected it on 
all frequencies in and out of the HF Ham bands. 
 
As I listened, from time to time the chirping would 
stop for a few seconds, then a burst of musical notes 
similar to a burst transmission on a telemetry 
frequency. Then the chirps got close together, then 
another musical burst, and so on. 
 
The RFI identifies the cycle; faster chirps on a spin 
cycle, slower on agitate, etc. 
 
This requires some investigation, I thought. I'd like to 
get to the source and silence it if possible. First, 
coffee. 
 
I staggered toward the kitchen and as I walked by the 
washer, which was running, I heard the same rhythm 
minus the chirps and "telemetry bursts." AHA! The 
lid is locked closed during the wash cycle so there 
was no way to tell in which part of the cycle the 
machine was running, but machine vibration gave a 
hint. 
 
Anyway, our machine is a Whirlpool Model 
WTW7040DW6. Great washer, but not Ham-
friendly. 
 
I have not tried to hush the RFI, but it's on the 
agenda. Maybe a few clamp-on ferrite chokes on the 
power cord will cure it. In the meantime, my wife has 
agreed not to wash clothes during critical contests or 
nets. She's a good doobie for sure! 
 
Contributed by Terry, WB4FXD 
 
 
Your article “should” be here!  


