
THE 

JUNKBOX 

 

The Official Newsletter of The Albemarle Amateur Radio Society 
 

Post Office Box 1217  
Elizabeth City, NC  27909 

May 2015

http://www.taars.us 
https://www.facebook.com/TheAlbemarleAmateurRadioSociety 

WA4VTX Repeaters 146.655 / 444.300 /147.330  PL 131.8 APRS 144.39 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
1 

Next TAARS Meeting 
Our next TAARS meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 
May 21st, 2015, 7:30 PM at the COA Building “c” 
C109.  Our dinner location is the Golden Coral at 
6:00 PM. 
 
Minutes 
The club president, Ron N4WYR, called the April 
meeting to order, at 7:35 PM. 
 
The minutes of the previous meeting, March 2015, 
were approved. 
 
Treasurer’s report was reviewed, and approved. 
 
Old Business 
� Review of Port Discovery 5K run. 
� Review of TarWheel bike event. 

 
New Business 
� Field Day will be held last weekend of June.  

Discussion continued in preparation for Field 
Day, 2015. 

� Next ARES Meeting is 9 May. 
� Upcoming SKYWARN Spotter Class. 
� Solicit for new articles and topics for newsletter. 
 

Attendance 
Al Onley, K4VHV;  Scruff Harrison, K4SDL;  Tom 
Wilson, N8GUN;  Gene Cummings, WB4KZW;  
Robert Brown, KW4CO;  Tom Ponte,WB1CZX;  
Mike Cohoon, KB4TOH;  Stewart Braunagel, 
KM4APN;  Herman Cox, NO4Y;  Coleman Motes, 
KG4FSE;  Dean Patsel, AK4TW;  Ronnie Pippen, 
K4VRI;  Bernard Poppert, KK4IQI;  Thomas Arnold, 
KM4HJX;  Steve Kelly, K1RLU;  Terry Simmonds, 
WB4FXD;  Albert Ryder, KI4BQI;  Katina Ryder, 
KG4SPP;  Cynthia Cox, KG4SPH;  Champ Cox, 
K2IUN;  Ron Thomas, N4WYR;  Joe Wallace, 
K4EIT. 
 

A motion was made, seconded, and approved to 
adjourn at approximately 8:08 PM.   
 
Upcoming events: 
 
Field Day 
Don’t forget to mark your calendar for June 26-28.  
The annual Field Day event is second to none.  Great 
fellowship, radio ‘talk’, QSOs, and don’t forget the 
food!  Make sure you put this on your calendar.  
We’ll be discussing at upcoming club meetings. 
 
TarWheel Bike Ride 
TAARS had 10 club members assist with the ride. 
Sag #1 Champ, K2IUN and Cynthia Cox, KG4SPH 
Sag #2 Al, KI4BQI and Katina Ryder, KG4SPP 
Sag #3 Tom, WB1CZX and Steve, K1RLU 
Rovers were Scruff, K4SDL; Tom, K8GUN; and Ronnie, 
K4VRI. 
Net Control was handled by Kerry, KD4CEB.  As always, 
great job KD4CEB! 
There were 180 riders this year, down from last year.  
Weather was great with no mishaps or flat tires.  Just a 
smooth ride for all! 
Thanks for all the help! TAARS had a busy day 
supporting the ride, and the testing session. 
Tom, WB1CZX even got in the rover mode for a bit. 
There was a lady rider who went on the course and rode 
about 30 miles before someone saw her with no helmet. 
When she got to Sag#3 we told her she could not ride on 
the course without a helmet. 
Tom volunteered to get her helmet, and she gave him the 
keys to her car.  He returned with the helmet and she 
finished the ride. TKS TOM!! 
Contributed by Al, K4VHV. 
 
Why radio amateurs are called "HAMS"  
(from Florida Skip Magazine - 1959) 
 
Have you ever wondered why radio amateurs are called 
"HAMS?" Well, it goes like this: The word "HAM" as 
applied to 1908 was the station CALL of the first amateur 
wireless stations operated by some amateurs of the 
Harvard Radio Club. They were ALBERT S. HYMAN, BOB 
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ALMY and POOGIE MURRAY.  
 
At first they called their station "HYMAN-ALMY-MURRAY". 
Tapping out such a long name in code soon became 
tiresome and called for a revision. They changed it to "HY-
AL-MU," using the first two letters of each of their names. 
Early in 1901 some confusion resulted between signals 
from amateur wireless station "HYALMU" and a Mexican 
ship named "HYALMO." They then decided to use only the 
first letter of each name, and the station CALL became 
"HAM."  
 
In the early pioneer days of unregulated radio amateur 
operators picked their own frequency and call-letters. 
Then, as now, some amateurs had better signals than 
commercial stations. The resulting interference came to 
the attention of congressional committees in Washington 
and Congress gave much time to proposed legislation 
designed to critically limit amateur radio activity. In 1911 
ALBERT HYMAN chose the controversial WIRELESS 
REGULATION BILL as the topic for his Thesis at Harvard. 
His instructor insisted that a copy be sent to Senator 
DAVID I. WALSH, a member of one of the committees 
hearing the Bill. The Senator was so impressed with the 
thesis is that he asked HYMAN to appear before the 
committee. ALBERT HYMAN took the stand and 
described how the little station was built and almost cried 
when he told the crowded committee room that if the BILL 
went through that they would have to close down the 
station because they could not afford the license fees and 
all the other requirements which the BILL imposed on 
amateur stations.  
 
Congressional debate began on the WIRELESS 
REGULATION BILL and little station "HAM" became the 
symbol for all the little amateur stations in the country 
crying to be saved from the menace and greed of the big 
commercial stations who didn't want them around. The 
BILL finally got to the floor of Congress and every speaker 
talked about the "...poor little station HAM." That's how it 
all started. You will find the whole story in the 
Congressional Record.  
 
Nation-wide publicity associated station ""HAM" with 
amateur radio operators. From that day to this, and 
probably until the end of time in radio an amateur is a 
"HAM." 
 
Mobile Battery Connections 
 

Mea Culpa! At the April meeting I mentioned a QST article 
concerning the connection of transceivers in your vehicle. 
Part of what I said was correct, but I severely goofed on a 
major point. I said the radio should be directly connected 
to the battery, thereby bypassing the load detector. I was 
wrong and here's why. Alan/K0BG said that in some of the 
newer vehicles the CPU might shut off the engine after a 
short time to save fuel, say if you were stopped at a red 
light, and restart the engine when you take your foot off the 
brake or press the accelerator. In this case the system 
would include a BMS (Battery Monitoring System) that 
reports battery SoC (State of Charge) to the CPU. As 
such, the load may have pulled the battery down so far it 
may not restart the engine.  
Alan summed it up beautifully by saying that one should 
take heed to his article, but if your vehicle system is not 
like that above, the installation "…might not cause any 
issues." 
Contributed by Terry, WB4FXD. 
 
US Navy-Marine Corps MARS Program End 
In an article published on ARRL on 13 May, DoD 
announced the phase out of the US Navy-Marine 
Corps Military Auxiliary Radio System (MARS) 
program.  The plan mentioned in the article will 
transition this MARS to other DoD branches MARS 
services.  The US Army MARS and US Air Force 
MARS are listed in the article as the service branches 
to transition to in September of 2015. 
Reference http://www.arrl.org/news/view/us-navy-
marine-corps-mars-program-to-end 
 
Your article “should” be here! :  
 


